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The war has given new zest to misuse of the Bible. The writings of the prophets 
have been ransacked for forecasts of the present world-crisis. Human ingenuity has out- 
done itself in finding "fulfilments." Such treatment is by no means novel so far as the 
Book of Revelation is concerned, but it is in danger of discrediting our entire religion. 
Teaching which compels its followers to deny incontrovertible facts, which finds in 
the New Testament the denial of God's spiritual supremacy, which incoherently 
confuses facts, figures, and speculations in the interest of phantasmagorical theology, 
is bound to divorce the church from the world it ought to benefit. The time has come 
for men to use the Book of Revelation in accordance with correct methods. The Book 
of Revelation contains within it religious aspirations and hopes which are too precious 
to be left to the tender mercies of those who mistake its figures for facts and its allegory 
for historical puzzles. 

Professor Case represents the growing body of intelligent students of the Scrip- 
tures who interpret them and use them in the light of the facts which gave them rise. 
His works on the Historicity of Jesus and the Evolution of Early Christianity 
have already introduced him to biblical circles, and in his present treatment he presents, 
in simple form, the results of thorough investigation. 

Outline 

Study I 

I. Introduction, 1:1-3. 
II. Messages to the Seven Churches, 1:4 — 3:22. 

1 Subscribers to the Biblical World who wish to lead classes in this course or to intro- 
duce it extensively can secure the material in a small monthly leaflet — The Institute, 
published by the American Institute of Sacred Literature and distributed to all who pay 
the membership fee of fifty cents, plus four cents postage, for the year. This course will 
continue through four months and will then be followed by a course for six months on 
the " Essentials of the Christian Faith." 

The Institute may be addressed at The University of Chicago. Suggestions to 
leaders of classes will also be furnished by the same source. 
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Study II 

III. Visions of Heaven, chaps. 4 f . 

IV. Visions from the Heavenly Book, 6: 1 — 8:5. 

V. Visions of the Seven Angels with Trumpets, 8:6 — 11: 19. 

Study III 

VI. Visions of the Activity of Demonic Powers, chaps. 12-14. 
VII. Visions of the Seven Angels of Destruction, chaps. 15 f. 
VIII. Visions of Rome's Doom, chaps. 1 7 f . 

Study IV 

IX. Visions of the Final Judgment, chaps. 19 f. 
X. Visions of the New Heaven and the New Earth, 21 : 1 — 22 : 5. 
XI. Conclusion, 22:6-21. 

Reference Books 

J. T. Dean, The Book of Revelation. 

C. A. Scott, "Revelation," in the New Century Bible. 

F. C. Porter, Messages of the Apocalyptical Writers. 

The books by Dean and Scott are good brief popular commentaries. Porter 
gives an excellent introduction to the class of literature to which Revelation 
belongs, showing how Daniel, Enoch, and other books of this type arose and how 
they are to be studied. 

STUDY I 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The main purpose of this course of study is to explain the real meaning of the 
Book of Revelation. Its meaning can be made clear only by keeping constantly 
in mind the actual circumstances of the author and his readers. By trying to 
place ourselves beside them in their own world we shall be able to sympathize 
more truly with them in their troubles and understand better their ardent desire 
for Christ's early return to bring an end to the world. 

Revelation has often been difficult reading for moderns because they lacked 
knowledge of the strenuous experiences through which the early Christians of 
Asia Minor were passing at the time the book was written. For a similar reason 
some readers have not only failed to understand the book, but have read into it 
fanciful notions that had no place in the thinking of the author and his companions. 
What is needed first of all in our study is a clear apprehension of the trying cir- 
cumstances which surrounded John and his fellow-Christians, for herein is found 
the key to all the mysteries of this puzzling book. 

Only after learning what Revelation meant to the author and its first readers 
shall we be in a position to estimate correctly its significance for Christians 
today. 
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First day. — § i. Persecution. In the last decade of the first century, while 
Domitian was emperor of Rome, his officers in eastern Asia Minor dealt very 
harshly with Christians. Read 6:9 f.; 13:9^; 20:4, for incidental references 
to these terrible troubles which were pressing upon the adherents of the new faith 
at the time Revelation was written. 

Second day. — The cause of the persecution was the Christians' refusal to take 
part in the worship of the emperor which was being enforced at this time in the 
cities of Asia Minor. Read 13 : 6-8, where the author condemns the blasphemy 
of the ruler — the "beast" as he is called — for demanding worship of his 
subjects. 

Third Day. — In 13:11-17 the zeal of the priest — another "beast" — who 
officiates in the cult of the emperor is described. When Christians refuse to 
comply with the demands of this priest and the Roman officers who support him, 
they are punished with imprisonment, banishment, or death. 

Fourth day. — §2. The author and his situation. Read 1:1, 4, 9. A Christian 
named John had been exiled or forced to flee, probably from Ephesus, to the 
little island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea, about sixty miles southwest of Ephesus. 
It has usually been assumed that this individual was John the Apostle, who had 
been personally associated with Jesus (Mark 3:17). The author, however, makes 
no statement to this effect, but refers to himself merely as a "brother" who shared 
in the common tribulations of the Christians. See also 22:8. 

Fifth day. — One Sunday, while on the lonely island of Patmos meditating 
upon the trials which had overtaken him and his fellow-Christians, John had a 
marvelous experience. He passed into a state of trance or ecstasy, which he 
describes as being "in the Spirit." When thus overcome by his emotions, he 
lost consciousness of his immediate surroundings and seemed transported to 
heaven, where he heard angelic voices and saw wonderful visions. He frequently 
refers to what he had heard or seen when he was "in the Spirit." For examples 
read 1:10, 12; 4:1; 5:1; 6:1; 10:1; 12:1; 15:1; 16:1; 19:1; 21:1. 

Sixth day. — John sees in heaven pictorial representations which are thought 
to foreshadow great changes soon to take place in the history of the world. The 
present period of distress is soon to be followed by the complete destruction of 
Rome, the return of Christ in triumph, and the establishment of a new order of 
things where Christians will be free from all enemies. These visions greatly 
strengthened John's own powers of endurance, and he sought to encourage his 
suffering friends by giving them a vivid description of what he had seen. For 
indications of this practical purpose of the author, read 1:3, n, 19; 7:3-17; 
10:8-11; 22:6 f. 

Seventh day. — § 3. Title of the book. Since John conveyed to his readers the 
pictures which had been revealed to him in his visions, his book has been called 
the Revelation; or sometimes, using the original Greek title, the Apocalypse. 
For the title-page of the book, read 1 : 1-3. This is longer than are most titles of 
modern works, but it describes very adequately the nature and the purpose of the 
document. 
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H. MESSAGES TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

Eighth day. — §4. The author's introduction. Read 1:4, 5a. Both on his 
own account, and in the name of the heavenly beings from whom he has received 
his message, John greets the principal churches of Asia Minor. Before narrating 
his visions about the approaching end of the world, he writes to these leading 
Christian communities admonishing them to live properly in order that they 
may be ready for the end when it comes. 

Ninth day. — Read 1 : s&, 6. Christ is singled out as especially worthy of 
praise because of his twofold work. First, by his work upon earth he is said 
to have procured release from sin for his followers; and, secondly, they are 
destined for membership in a new kingdom which he will fully establish when 
he returns. 

Tenth day — Read 1 : 7 f ., which express the central theme of the whole book. 
Christ is coming in visible form upon the clouds, and all the peoples of the earth 
shall mourn at the desolation which he works upon them because they have been 
hostile to him. The coming of Christ will also be the coming of God Almighty 
who holds all things in his power. As symbolic of his comprehensiveness he is 
called the "Alpha" and the "Omega," these being the first and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet. This expectation of an early reversal of present conditions, 
through the intervention of Christ and God, is uppermost in the author's mind 
throughout the entire book. 

Eleventh day. — §5. The author's equipment. Read 1:0-11. For a descrip- 
tion of John's situation see § 2 above. As a result of his ecstatic experience he 
believes himself to be in possession of superior knowledge which he has been 
commanded to communicate to the churches. In ancient times it was not uncom- 
mon for religious persons of mystical temperament to have experiences which 
seemed to transport them to heaven, where they learned divine wisdom which they 
disclosed to their less highly favored brethren. 

Twelfth day. — In order to make his claim for unique equipment stand out still 
more clearly, in 1:12-16 John describes with some detail the figure of Christ 
which he saw up in heaven. There the seven churches were represented by seven 
golden candlesticks, or Iampstands, and the glorified Christ was walking about in 
their midst. In his right hand he held seven stars, which represented the guardian 
angels of the several churches. This way of thinking would not have seemed 
strange to that ancient world, where earthly things were so often thought to have 
heavenly counterparts, and where men were accustomed to describe God and 
heaven in extravagant materialistic terms. 

Thirteenth day. — -To add further to John's equipment, in 1:17-20 he reported 
the very words which he had heard in his vision. These convince him of the 
supreme power of Christ and enjoin upon him the duty of writing his book. He 
is to do three things, namely, (1) to describe the visions which he has seen, (2) to 
interpret their bearing upon the present state of affairs, and (3) to deduce from 
them information about the future. 



196 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

Fourteenth day. — § 6. Message to Ephesus. Read 2:1-3, m which the Ephe- 
sians are praised for their faithfulness. The communication is addressed to 
"the angel of the church," that is, to the guardian spirit, who is ever ready to 
guide the community in the true way. But John thinks of himself as especially 
chosen to convey Christ's message to the church, even though the guardian angel, 
represented by one of the stars in the hand of Christ, might easily have obtained 
the information independently. Ephesus was the chief city of Asia Minor at 
this time, and evidently the author was gratified to be able to speak in so compli- 
mentary a manner of this church's fidelity. 

Fifteenth day. — But even the Christians in Ephesus need to be reproved and 
warned. Read 2:4-7. Their earlier enthusiasm has cooled somewhat, and 
unless they repent of this laxity the candlestick in heaven which stands for the 
Ephesian church will be removed, which is a figurative way of saying that Christ 
will disinherit this church. Hence John issues his solemn warning as if the words 
had been actually spoken by the Spirit (vs. 7). Since he felt himself to be "in 
the Spirit " (1 : 10) when he had his vision, he did not hesitate to ascribe his 
message to the Spirit, or to Christ, or even to God. 

Sixteenth day. — §7. Message to Smyrna. Read 2:8f. The Christians at 
Smyrna had suffered especially severe afflictions. They were poor in worldly 
goods, but their severest trials seem to have been caused by the Jews of the city. 
Persons from the Jewish synagogue could easily make trouble for the Christians 
by informing the civil authorities that certain persons believed in Christ and would, 
if put to the test, refuse to worship the emperor. Jews were excused from this 
requirement on the ground of their nationality. But Christians who had broken 
with Judaism or converts from among the Gentiles were shown no special favors. 
Recalling the troubles which Christians had suffered from the Jews of Smyrna, 
John bitterly refers to them as "a synagogue of Satan." 

Seventeenth day. — Read 2 : 10 f . Still greater sufferings are thought to hang 
over the Smyrneans, but they are encouraged to be faithful by the promise of a 
glorious heavenly reward. Even if the Roman authorities put them to death, 
they will at once be given a place of honor in heaven, and in the day of the final 
judgment, when their bodies are to be restored, they will escape the "second 
death," which will come upon all sinners at that time (see 20:4-6, 11-15). 

Eighteenth day. — §8. Message to Pergamum. Read 2:12 f. Pergamum was 
the chief center of emperor-worship in Asia, and so John calls it the place where 
Satan's throne is located, and the place "where Satan dwelleth." Here a Chris- 
tian named Antipas had recently been put to death for refusing to worship the 
emperor. The manner of dealing with a Christian suspect was to bring him into 
the presence of the ruler's image, demanding that he offer incense and say " Caesar 
is Lord." Undoubtedly Antipas had remained loyal to the name of Christ, 
affirming that he alone was "Lord," and this loyalty cost Antipas his life. 

Nineteenth day. — Read 2 : 14 f . In spite of the loyalty of Antipas, there were 
certain persons in the church at Pergamum of whom John heartily disapproved. 
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They, like Balaam, mentioned in Num. 31:16, were trying to lead the faithful 
astray. It was always a great temptation for the converted gentile Christian 
to attend the joyous heathen feasts, and certain Christians in Pergamum main- 
tained that they might justly avail themselves of this privilege. For a similar 
situation in Corinth, read I Cor., chap. 8. Another obscure group of people, 
known as Nicolaitans, who had been rejected by the Christians of Ephesus (2:6), 
had also gained a footing in Pergamum. John does not say in what respect 
they offend him, but probably it was their readiness to be friendly with the 
heathen. 

Twentieth day. — Read 2: 16 f. The laxities in Pergamum are upbraided with 
the threat of destruction when Christ comes suddenly, as he will, to utter his 
words of destruction upon all sinners. The wise man will give heed to this warn- 
ing, and so make sure of his safety in the day of judgment. The reward is pic- 
tured very realistically in material terms, as is the custom with the writer of this 
book. The saved are to partake of a new kind of manna — the legendary food 
of the Hebrews in the wilderness (Exod. 16:31 ff.) — and are to receive a new name 
for use in the new world which Christ is expected to set up presently when he 
returns in judgment. 

Twenty-first day. — §9. Message to Thyatira. Read 2:i8f. The members 
of this Christian group are praised for their persistent fidelity in good works. 
They have exhibited the important virtues of love, which was essential to the 
success of their relations with one another; they also maintained their faith in 
God, trusting him to bring their troubles to a speedy close; they were faithful 
in ministering to the wants of their needy brethren, and patiently endured their 
own sufferings. Their conduct is especially praiseworthy because their efforts 
had not slackened when their first enthusiasm had passed; on the contrary, their 
zeal only increased with the increase of affliction. 

Twenty-second day. — Read 2:20-23. Notwithstanding his fulsome praise 
for the Christians of Thyatira, the author must call them to account for one very 
serious defect. There is a certain prophetess in the community whose conduct 
is very offensive to him. It was not uncommon in the Mediterranean world of 
that day for certain women to be regarded as unique mediums through whom the 
gods made revelations to mankind. This idea passed over into Christianity, and 
the church at Thyatira has such a person in its midst. She advocates a more 
liberal attitude toward the heathen than John can approve, and in his indignation 
he charges - her with acts of gross immorality and threatens her with severe punish- 
ment unless she repents. 

Twenty-third day. — Read 2 : 24-29. The only injunction laid upon the chinch 
at Thyatira is to purge itself of this false leadership represented by the prophetess 
Jezebel. Her teachings purported to give a deeper knowledge than that possessed 
by the ordinary man, but to John this was a knowledge, not of God, but of "the 
deep things of Satan." Those who endure in good works until the end, now so 
near, will be amply rewarded for their fidelity. The heathen now lord it over 
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believers, but in the approaching day of Christ's triumph the tables will be turned 
and Gentiles shall feel the iron rod wielded by Christians. 

Twenty-fourth day. — § 10. Message to Sardis. Read 3:1-3. This church is 
regarded as being in a very precarious condition. It bears the name of the living 
Christ, but its vital activities have almost completely ceased. The spark of life 
remaining may be fanned into flame if it is diligently tended. The members must 
recall the Christian teaching which has previously been given to them and renew 
their activities. Otherwise the impending day of judgment will fall upon them 
suddenly, leaving them no further opportunity to procure a share in the blessings 
of the new kingdom. 

Twenty-fifth day. — Read 3:4-6. Although the church at Sardis is thought 
as a whole to be in a wretched condition, a few of its members have remained 
faithful, and they are not to be deprived of their merited reward. The promise 
is again depicted in materialistic imagery. In the new kingdom these individuals 
will be made conspicuous for their piety by being clothed in white robes. The 
impending doom of sinners need cause them no personal anxiety, since their names 
will be presented by Christ to God himself in the presence of the angels. Under 
these circumstances there is no danger that they will be overlooked or forgotten. 

Twenty-sixth day.— § 11. Message to Philadelphia. Read 3:7-9. The 
Philadelphian church had been given some special opportunity to display its 
fidelity and had proved equal to the task. Perhaps they had been particularly 
diligent in making the new religion known to others, and in time of persecution 
they did not deny Christ. This example of faithfulness was all the more note- 
worthy because of the lowly social status of these Christians. As their reward 
"the synagogue of Satan" (see § 7) — their Jewish persecutors — will be humbled 
before them on the day of Christ's appearing to reverse present conditions and 
establish persecuted believers in authority upon the earth. 

Twenty-seventh day. — Read 3:10-13. As a present reward for their past 
endurance the Christians of Philadelphia are promised that the darker days yet 
to come shall not overwhelm them. John believes that worse sufferings are yet 
in store for the faithful, because the forces of evil will make a terrific onslaught 
in the last days. But Christians are urged to remain steadfast in view of the 
speedy approach of the end. Christ is coming quickly, and then the faithful shall 
receive crowns and be given positions of great honor in the new Jerusalem, which 
is to be let down from heaven upon the site where the Jewish city had stood. 
This hope for a speedy end of the world did much to support the early Christians 
in times of persecution. 

Twenty-eighth day. — §12. Message to Laodicea. Read 3: 14-17. John thinks 
that the church at Laodicea is in a particularly deplorable condition. Its mem- 
bers are prosperous and self-sufficient. Apparently they are so well established 
socially that they are able to avert those troubles which have overtaken their 
less fortunate brethren in other Asiatic cities. Their easy-going ways cause the 
author to upbraid them severely. God will reject them because they are not 
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ardently resisting their heathen environment; nor will their worldly prosperity 
avail them anything with God. Since they are devoid of good works, they are 
poor, blind, and naked in the sight of God. 

Twenty-ninth day. — Read 3 : 18-22. There is but one way of escape for the 
indifferent Christians of Laodicea. They must seek suffering in order that they 
may become as gold refined by the fire, clothing themselves in the white robes 
of the true saints and preparing their eyes to see what really lies before them. 
They are told that their present ease is evidence that God does not favor them, 
for whom he loves he chastens. This was a natural feeling for John to have, in 
view of his own severe distress coupled with his confidence in God. The Laodi- 
ceans must make haste to repent, for the return of Christ is so imminent that even 
now he stands at the door ready to greet those who receive him and to give them 
a place of honor in the new kingdom. 

Thirtieth day. — § 13. Questions for Consideration. What historical preparation 
does one need for the correct understanding of the Book of Revelation ? What 
was the situation of the author ? What sort of religious experience did he have 
before writing ? What is the main theme of the book ? How did John describe 
his equipment for writing this book ? How did he account for the present suffer- 
ings of Christians ? What help did he derive from his belief in the speedy return 
of Christ ? Did Christianity conquer the ancient world in the sudden cataclysmic 
manner that John expected it would ? Might faith in the triumphant power of 
God be expressed in a different way ? Is early Christianity any less significant 
because God chose to work by a more gradual process of victory ? 

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW 

i. Give the approximate date of the writing of the Book of Revelation. 

2. Describe conditions in the Roman Empire which are reflected in the book. 

3. What in particular brought the Christians into disfavor with the emperor ? 

4. What can you say concerning the author of the book and his purpose in 
writing it ? 

5. What knowledge is necessary to an understanding of it ? 

6. What is the great theme or promise of the book ? 

7. What authority did John claim for his message ? 

8. Give the purport of the message to the Christians at Ephesus. 

9. What was the trouble in the church at Smyrna, and how are its members 
comforted by John ? 

10. What had happened at Pergamum ? 
n. What is John's rebuke to this church ? 

12. For what conduct does the author praise the church at Thyatira ? 

13. With what injunction does John accompany his praise ? 

14. With what hope does he encourage the despondent Christians of Sardis 
and Philadelphia ? 

15. In what terms does he describe the Laodicean and why? 
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1 6. Were the feelings of all these churches natural under the circumstances 
or exceptional ? 

17. Did Christianity conquer the ancient world in the sudden manner that 
John expected it would ? 

1 8. Do you think that if John had been accustomed to the idea of evolution 
in history and the slow development of thought that he would have so confidently 
comforted his friends with the promise of the speedy return of Jesus ? 

19. Is early Christianity any less significant because God chose to work by 
a more gradual process of victory ? 



